from Evangelium Vitae
(The Gospel of Life)

"The deliberate decision to deprive
an imnnocent human being of his life
is always morally evil.and can never
be licit either as an end in 1tself or as —]
a means to a good end. It is in fact :)—
a grave act of disobedience to the
moral law, and indeed to God himself,
the author and guarantor of that law;
1t contradicts the fundamental virtues z
of justice and charity. "Nothing and no
one can in any way permit the killing
of an innocent human being, whether =<
a fetus or an embryo, an infant or an
adult, an old person, or one suffering — =—
from an incurable disease, or a person —
who is dying. Furthermore, no one is
permitted to ask for this act of killing, Q
either for himself or herself or for
another person entrusted to his or her
care, nor can he or she consent to it,
either explicitly or implicitly. Nor can
any authority legitimately recommend
or permit such an action"."[52]
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